viii                     PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

Palmer has the distinction of an article in the Dictionary of National
Biography. Many of the contemporary accuonts cannot be relied on;
they are too evidently sensational and designed for excited and morbid
imaginations. By the kindness of Dr. George Fletcher, J.P., of
Highgate, London, who is a treasury of Palmeriana and of Rugeley
tradition, I have been able to use his collection of "Jane" letters-
The substance of these letters appears in the Introduction. They
reveal a sinister episode in Palmer's career not to be found related
elsewhere. Moreover, it was a real link in the chain of circumstances
that led to Palmer's crime and his trial. The letter from Palmer to
his wife was kindly lent for reproduction by Dr. Kurt Loewenfeld, of
Bramhall, Cheshire.

GEOBGB H. KNOTT.
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